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Jon Schuster is this year’s
recipient of the Jesse Wang
memorial Volunteer of the year
plaque.

Past winners include:

Geoff Broadhurst, Alison Bankes,
David Schrull, Bob Kennedy,
Julie Everett, Curt Pader,

Matt Scheiner, Joe Sablow,

Jim Borgia, Tim Klein,

Derek Kayser, Travis Spokes,
Victoria Vron, Jeff Greenberg,
and Jim Bilodeau.

Jon Schuster is one of Ardsley’s technology
gurus and is always working behind the scenes to
keep the screens, cameras, and other state-of-
the-art gizmos at the club in tip-top working order,
This summer he’s been working on a new phone
app for the members-only live stream that will
work on Android phones. Beta testing for this
app is in progress as we go to press.
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IN MEMORIAM
MAUREEN P. DUKE

February 2, 1940 - June 23, 2026

Maureen passed away after a long struggle with Parkinson's Disease. Born
in Coventry, England, Maureen came to NYC for a short-term adventure in her
twenties, met Jimmy Duke, and never looked back. She flew on the Concord,
rode on the Orient Express, hosted countless parties, cooked fantastic holiday
dinners, completed crosswords, supported public television, frequented the
theater, worked in accounting, and still managed to travel back to the UK to
see her beloved family almost annually. A great conversationalist with a quick
wit, she was open minded and had an amazing perspective on people and the
world. We will miss her friendship, her stories, and her laugh.

The warm room was always
warmer when Mo came down
the hill to join the Saturday
dinner league meals. We never
got her on the ice, not her style,
and she had plenty of style.

And love in its truest, coziest,
and most enduring form. Jimmy
and Mo surely got that right.

Mo and Jim hosted an annual black-tie party during the holiday season. When
asked why the party was black tie, Mo said that when they were young, Jim's
rugby friends tended to have too good a time as the party progressed. Mo had
the brilliant idea to require black tie for future events, and since then Jim's
mates (and curlers) were on their best behavior. (con’d page 3)
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Memorial Service for
Maureen Duke

July 16: 5pm-8pm

Dwyer & Michael's Funeral Home
90 North Broadway
Tarrytown, NY

In lieu of flowers, Mo certainly would have preferred to try to save the
life of another furry friend, so the Duke family is asking that any/all
donations be made to Paws Crossed Animal Rescue in Elmsford, NY:
https://www.pawscrossedny.org/donating-in-memory-honor-of-someone

NY State proclamation for Danny Casper

Former curler and Ardsley member, James Skoufis, who is now a New
York State Senator, welcomed Danny Casper to the state capital last
month and presented him with an official Senate resolution in
recognition of all he’s accomplished.



https://www.pawscrossedny.org/donating-in-memory-honor-of-someone
https://www.pawscrossedny.org/donating-in-memory-honor-of-someone
https://www.pawscrossedny.org/donating-in-memory-honor-of-someone
https://www.pawscrossedny.org/donating-in-memory-honor-of-someone
https://www.pawscrossedny.org/donating-in-memory-honor-of-someone

JULY 2026 PAGE 4

Message from the President

Happy Summer Ardsley Curlers!

With all of the hot weather lately, curling probably isn't top of mind for most of
you - but the Board has been busy planning for next season, including setting
up the events calendar, scheduling bonspiels, identifying future volunteers,

and planning repairs and upgrades to the building and equipment. Even though
there is no ice, the Ice Crew has been busy cleaning up the ice house and
upgrading our scraper for next season!

We have also been planning some social events for our members, including
the following:
e A golf outing is being planned for late July - watch the ACC Golfers group
on Whatsapp for more details!

e The Club is planning to host a Summer Pool Party E]
on August 15 or 22 at the home of Travis Spokes I MO0 R oL
and Vicky Vron in White Plains. If you are

interested in attending, please complete the survey ¢
using the QR code to indicate your preferred date i “ieriis sos ot Sohesi

and how many people would be interested in e et e enetad T
attending. Signups will be done through the club E]
website. '

e Watch for more events in the near future!

We have also been engaging with potential partners, elected officials, and
business groups in pursuit of a new modern (and hopefully larger) curling
facility. We are also engaging with the Country Club as we move forward. This
is a familiar scenario for us, as this happened the last time our lease came due.
It is still early in the process, and we are working diligently through all options.

| hope that everyone is having an enjoyable off-season, and remember
- curling season is just around the corner!
Travis Spokes, President



Teachers and Curlers: Like Duck and Water (part 4)

Our curling teachers were asked: - Vinay Goenka
» Please give us a 2-3 line brief on your teaching background
» What made you take up curling?
» What skills or characteristics do you bring from your classroom when you curl?
* Your advice to a 5 and under curler?

Miles Luo
1. | teach freshman biology and AP
Environmental Science at Ridgewood High I [] IRLBLLTTTITTETTT

. gl scorel1(2/34/5]6/7/8/30112
School in Ridgewood, NJ. | have also taught __lu_mllnlll'lllllll

AP Seminar, which is a course that has
students read articles and gauge how well they
are supported, identify their central arguments,
and then use those articles to craft their own
arguments. | also advise the school’s
Environmental Club.

2. The 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver. | was in college at the time, stumbled upon
watching it on tv, looked up where the closest curling club was (2 hours away at the time),
and convinced some friends to go try it with me. | wasn't terrible at it, and that was a good
enough status to keep the door open for me.

3. Being in the classroom forces you to be really perceptive to how people understand
everything around them. Being out on the ice, with every shot being a team shot, you also
need to get a good feel for what everyone brings to the table and I think teaching helps you
appreciate everyone’s strong suits. Another one | feel that is really valuable is learning what
individuals need from you at any given time. Students are all unique and different students
may need help from you in different ways. For curling, especially at bonspiels, it's important
to learn to read your teammates and figure out what everyone needs from everyone else in
different situations. (for example, if someone misses a shot, what'’s the pick-me-up needed to
help them make their next shot)

4. Curl more! | only curled once a week for my first three years at ACC. It's fun, but it's hard

to get better when you don't get that many reps in. | felt like | really started to improve quickly
once | started playing Monday nights as well. You also need to tell people that you're looking
to get better and are receptive to constructive criticism - this works when you happen to have
supportive teammates - thanks Travis!
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Teachers and Curlers: Like Duck and Water
(part 4 continued) - Vinay Goenka

Amy Glanzer

| am a first-year science teacher on
Long Island. | earned my Master’s
degree in Chemistry and later decided
to pursue education, completing my
Advanced Certificate in Secondary
Education at Hofstra University.

My dad started curling just before the 2014 Olympics. After trying it a few times
and with some convincing from him, | decided to try a league. | joined a
summer league on Long Island in 2017 after graduating high school. When |
started at Hamilton College that fall, | joined the club curling team and was
hooked. I've been curling ever since!

Teaching has helped me develop patience, flexibility, and strong communication
skills, all of which translate directly to curling. In both the classroom and on the
ice, you have to adapt in real time, communicate clearly, and work
collaboratively to be successful. Just like a curling team, my students work
together in groups to problem-solve and support one another.

My advice for 5-and-under curlers is to attend as many bonspiels as possible.
The more you play, the more comfortable you'll feel. I'd also encourage curling
with more experienced players whenever you can, as you will learn a lot just by
being around them.



Duck of the Month

Smew Duck
(Mergellus albellus)

Smew ducks live on fish-rich lakes
and slow rivers. They prefer white-
tie events for the precision and
sophistication known to most curlers.

Corporate Sponsors

zenbusiness Skin » Body + Beauty

Duck Soup: Official Newsletter of the Ardsley Curling Club
P.O. Box 54, Ardsley, NY 10503 //100 N. Mountain Dr, Dobbs Ferry, NY
www.ardsleycurling.com

President: Travis Spokes; Vice President: Jeff Casper;
Treasurer: Chase Hodgdon; Secretary: Alison Merkel
Board of Directors: Jim Bilodeau, Julia Fu, Jonathan Leung,
Walter Michalski, Yoram Miller, Curt Pader, Bob Welch

Duck Soup Editor: Lynn Salmon


https://www.fairfield.com/

	JULY 2026
	PAGE 1   
	Duck soup
	Volunteer of the year
	Jon Schuster is this year’s recipient of the Jesse Wang memorial Volunteer of the year plaque.
	Past winners include:   Geoff Broadhurst, Alison Bankes, David Schrull, Bob Kennedy, Julie Everett, Curt Pader, Matt Scheiner, Joe Sablow,  Jim Borgia, Tim Klein,  Derek Kayser, Travis Spokes, Victoria Vron, Jeff Greenberg, and Jim Bilodeau.
	Jon Schuster is one of Ardsley’s technology gurus and is always working behind the scenes to keep the screens, cameras, and other state-of-the-art gizmos at the club in tip-top working order.   This summer he’s been working on a new phone app for the members-only live stream that will work on Android phones.  Beta testing for this app is in progress as we go to press.


	In Memoriam Maureen P. Duke February 2, 1940 - June 23, 2026
	Maureen passed away after a long struggle with Parkinson's Disease.   Born in Coventry, England, Maureen came to NYC for a short-term adventure in her twenties, met Jimmy Duke, and never looked back.   She flew on the Concord, rode on the Orient Express, hosted countless parties, cooked fantastic holiday dinners, completed crosswords, supported public television, frequented the theater, worked in accounting, and still managed to travel back to the UK to see her beloved family almost annually.  A great conversationalist with a quick wit, she was open minded and had an amazing perspective on people and the world.  We will miss her friendship, her stories, and her laugh.
	The warm room was always warmer when Mo came down the hill to join the Saturday dinner league meals.  We never got her on the ice, not her style, and she had plenty of style.  And love in its truest, coziest, and most enduring form.  Jimmy and Mo surely got that right.
	Mo and Jim hosted an annual black-tie party during the holiday season.  When asked why the party was black tie, Mo said that when they were young, Jim's rugby friends tended to have too good a time as the party progressed.  Mo had the brilliant idea to require black tie for future events, and since then Jim's mates (and curlers) were on their best behavior.
	(con’d page 3)

	Memorial Service for Maureen Duke
	July 16:  5pm -8pm
	Dwyer & Michael's Funeral Home 90 North Broadway Tarrytown, NY
	In lieu of flowers, Mo certainly would have preferred to try to save the life of another furry friend, so the Duke family is asking that any/all donations be made to Paws Crossed Animal Rescue in Elmsford, NY:  https://www.pawscrossedny.org/donating-in-memory-honor-of-someone


	NY State  proclamation for Danny Casper
	Former curler and Ardsley member, James Skoufis, who is now a New York State Senator, welcomed Danny Casper to the state capital last month and presented him with an official Senate resolution in recognition of all he’s accomplished.

	Message from the President
	Happy Summer Ardsley Curlers!
	With all of the hot weather lately, curling probably isn't top of mind for most of you - but the Board has been busy planning for next season, including setting  up the events calendar, scheduling bonspiels, identifying future volunteers,  and planning repairs and upgrades to the building and equipment.  Even though there is no ice, the Ice Crew has been busy cleaning up the ice house and upgrading our scraper for next season!
	We have also been planning some social events for our members, including the following:
	A golf outing is being planned for late July - watch the ACC Golfers group on Whatsapp for more details!
	The Club is planning to host a Summer Pool Party on August 15 or 22 at the home of Travis Spokes and Vicky Vron in White Plains.  If you are interested in attending, please complete the survey using the QR code to indicate your preferred date and how many people would be interested in attending.  Signups will be done through the club website.
	Watch for more events in the near future!
	We have also been engaging with potential partners, elected officials, and business groups in pursuit of a new modern (and hopefully larger) curling facility. We are also engaging with the Country Club as we move forward.  This is a familiar scenario for us, as this happened the last time our lease came due.  It is still early in the process, and we are working diligently through all options.
	I hope that everyone is having an enjoyable off-season, and remember  - curling season is just around the corner!                                                                            Travis Spokes, President
	JULY 2026
	PAGE 5


	Teachers and Curlers: Like Duck and Water (part 4)
	-- Vinay Goenka
	Our curling teachers were asked:     • Please give us a 2-3 line brief on your teaching background     • What made you take up curling?     • What skills or characteristics do you bring from your classroom when you curl?    • Your advice to a 5 and under curler?



	Miles Luo
	Teachers and Curlers: Like Duck and Water  (part 4 continued)
	-- Vinay Goenka


	Amy Glanzer
	I am a first-year science teacher on Long Island.  I earned my Master’s degree in Chemistry and later decided to pursue education, completing my Advanced Certificate in Secondary Education at Hofstra University.
	My dad started curling just before the 2014 Olympics.  After trying it a few times and with some convincing from him, I decided to try a league.  I joined a summer league on Long Island in 2017 after graduating high school.  When I started at Hamilton College that fall, I joined the club curling team and was hooked.  I’ve been curling ever since!
	Teaching has helped me develop patience, flexibility, and strong communication skills, all of which translate directly to curling.  In both the classroom and on the ice, you have to adapt in real time, communicate clearly, and work collaboratively to be successful.  Just like a curling team, my students work together in groups to problem-solve and support one another.
	My advice for 5-and-under curlers is to attend as many bonspiels as possible. The more you play, the more comfortable you’ll feel.  I’d also encourage curling with more experienced players whenever you can, as you will learn a lot just by being around them.
	JULY 2026

	PAGE  7

	Duck of the Month
	Smew Duck (Mergellus albellus)
	Smew ducks live on fish-rich lakes and slow rivers.   They prefer white-tie events for the precision and sophistication known to most curlers.


	Corporate Sponsors

