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calendar notes
Upcoming events: 

Ardsley CC Summer Picnic 
Volunteers Needed 

Planning for the  
beginning of August

Tropicurl (open) 
Pittsburgh Curling Club 

Thurs., July 4 - Sun., July 7

Summerspiel (mixed) 
Cape Cod Curling Club 

Thur., July 11 - Sun., July 14

USCA Men’s Arena Club 
National Championships 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 
Thurs., July 18 - Sun., July 21

Grits ‘n Granite (open) 
Charlotte Centre Curling Club 
Fri., Aug. 09 - Sun., Aug. 11 

A complete calendar of GNCC 
events is available at gncc.org

North Mountain Drive 
Ardsley, NY 10502

May 2013		  “All the News That Fits”

The U.S. National Senior Champion Team of 
Gert Messing, Dennis Mellerup, Don Nickle, 
and Bill Peskoff, with alternate/coach Paul 
Pestovar, headed to Fredrickton, NB April 13-20 
to face the very best competition our sport 
has at the Senior Worlds. They finished in the 
middle of their pool, at 4-5, beating Germany, 
Denmark, England, and Russia. Denmark was 
a comeback victory as the U.S. took 2 in the 
7th and then stole 1 in the last end to win 6-5. 
Team U.S. had some tough losses, falling to 
Australia, Sweden, Netherlands, and Finland. 
The Netherlands was the closest loss. Our team 
stole 1 in the 7th to tie, but then surrendered 
the deciding point in the last. They played well 
against eventual Senior World’s Champion and 
home team, Canada, losing 5-7. Team Canada 
also won on the women’s side. 

Comments from Gert & Dennis

Gert and Dennis were kind enough to forward 
some thoughts on their experiences. Here they 
are. Thanks to you both.

Dennis

In our game against Sweden we actually played 
very well, and lost by one point. The funny 
thing was that as a team we shot very high 
percentages. The game came down to one 
shot made by the Swedish skip that gave them 
a 3 ender. 

U.S. Seniors Champions Face the Best at Worlds

Gert made great shots in our comeback against 
Kristoffersen of Denmark. We ended up winning 
that in a dramatic extra end. Their skip was the 
tallest player in the tournament, he must have 
stood at 6 ft. 8. We have a great picture after the 
game with Peskoff standing next him on a chair, 
and Kristoffersen was still taller.

The final game against Canada was a real 
thrill, especially with a large Canadian crowd 
cheering the teams on. We played quite well 
against them. 

I think the biggest adjustment is getting used 
to the ice. The ice was excellent, but faster than 
what we usually play on. And about 4 feet or 
more of curl. Most European teams like to play 
more of a draw game and go around guards. 
They are very good at burying shot and playing 
soft hits. Team Australia was our first game and 
they played well against us. They are made up 
mostly of former Canadians, similar to us (same 
with New Zealand, but they were in Group 
A so we didn’t play them). Interestingly, Dan 
Mustapic, from team New Zealand, is from my 
same home town in Thunder Bay. We went to 
high school together. We traded jerseys, and he 
is hanging my team USA shirt up in his curling 
club back home in NZL.

continued on page 3

Team USA: Bill Peskoff (lead), Bill Nickle (second), Dennis Mellerup (vice) and Gert Messing (skip)
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Monday Night
Thorndike Medal Winners

	 Champion	 Runner-up
	 Gert Messing	 Bill Stopera
	 Greg Poole	 Dennis Mellerup
	 Mike Murphy	 Dan Tufaro
	 Chris Banino	 Bill Malgeri

Little “t” Medal Winners
		  Champion
		  John Noble 
		  Joyance Meechai 
		  Mark Bussy 
		  Michael Shalhoub

Tuesday Night
The 11th Annual MacIntosh Junior Skip Event

Named after our own Jean MacIntosh

	 Winners	 Runner-up
	 Laura Hill	 Melissa Dominguez 
	 Sandy Gaffner	 Nancy Clancy
	 Karen Luckey	 Ina Obernesser
	 Kris Liddle	 Tomoko Tanii
	 Melissa Schori	 Ann MacMillan

Wells Wick Winners
	 Winners	 Runner-up
	 Alice Yeh	 Nancy Clancy
	 Leeza Furman	 Katy Clough
	 Karen Casper	 Ive Hornyak
	 Pippa Broadhurst	 Leslie Avendano
	 Ann MacMillan

All American
	 Winners	 Runner-up
	 Pam Politano	 Chelsea Allen 
	 Dolores Redding	 Mieko Takiguchi 
	 Ina Obernesser	 Nicole Zahour 
	 Jen Stein	 Pippa Broadhurst 
	 Melissa Schori

Congratulations to the
2012-2013 League Winners

Wednesday Night
Blanton Winners

	 Gold Medal	 Silver Medal
	 Will Pryor	 Jeff Casper 
	 Gert Messing	 Matt Gallegos 
	 Doug Hill	 James Weeks 
	 Alex Zic	 Jerry McCarty 
	 Geoff Broadhurst

Wells Winners
	 Gold Medal	 Silver Medal
	 Dan Tufaro	 Steve Hess 
	 Mike Greene	 Gert Messing 
	 James Weeks	 Daniel Clarkson 
	 Kevin Greaves	 Peter Decker

Thursday Morning
Junior Skips – Macintosh Pin

	 Gold Medal	 Silver Medal
	 Karen Luckey	 Louise Corry 
	 Pauline Davies	 Diane Muldowney 
	 Lillie Shortridge-Baggett	 Pat Riedel 
	 Rose Claus	 Ann MacMillan

Wells Wick
	 Gold Medal	 Silver Medal
	 Marion Cowles	 Jean MacIntosh 
	 Diane Muldowney	 Pauline Davies 
	 Pippa Broadhurst	 Nicole Zahour 
	 Kris Liddle	 Laurie Frees

All American
		  Winners
		  Diane Muldowney	
		  Nicole Zahour
		  Lillie-Shortridge Baggett
		  Laurie Frees

continued on page 3

Bucks County Junior Curling Camp
August 8 to 11, 2013

Bucks County Ice Sports Center • 1185 York Road, Warminster, PA

Contact s.mcmakin@comcast.net for more information

COST
$195



3ardsleycurling.com

Thursday Night
	 First Place	 Second Place	
	 Dave Schrull 	 Matt Gallegos	
	 Jim Borgia	 James Weeks	
	 Harry Quinn	 Nikkay Kowidge	
	 Diane Borgia	 Satsuki Miyamoto	
	 Joe Hodgekinson

	 Third Place #1	 Third Place #2
	 Julie Everett	 Andy Eaton
	 Jon Schuster	 Chelsea Allen
	 Laura Hill	 Leslie Avendano
	 Mark Everett	 Lorraine Kuhn
		  Paul Sobran

Friday Night
First Half Winners

First Place #1	 First Place #2	 First Place #3	
Ed Andrews	 Isa Barghout	 Ken Hsu 
Tom Wilk	 Lyn Greaves	 Nicole Zahour 
Barb Wilk	 Jan Zahour	 Stephanie Lee 
Satsuki Miyamoto	 Jon Colarusso	 Matthew Rosenbloom

Second Half Winners
	 First Place #1	 First Place #2
	 Ed Andrews	 Jeff Lesuk 
	 Yushi Yang	 Lyn Greaves 
	 Mathew Rosenbloom	 Stephanie Lee 
	 Margaret Huang	 Leeza Furman

Saturday Night
	 Gold Medal	 Silver Medal
	 Jim Gutekunst	 Alison Bankes
	 Jon Schuster	 George Cowles
	 Pippa Broadhurst	 Steve Devaney
	 Jen Stein	 Doug Hill
	 Leslie Avendano	 Satsuki Miyamoto

2012-2013 League Winners
continued from page 2

Our team brought extra jerseys for trading and we went crazy 
making deals with other team to trade jerseys. Gert did really 
well getting jerseys from Switzerland, Canada, Scotland, all 
from the big name skips (eg. Attinger, Armitage, David Hay).

The event was great. I feel very lucky to have had this 
opportunity to meet and play against curlers from all over the 
world. Everybody there was wonderful, and we cheered on 
the other USA teams from Womens and Mixed Doubles. The 
Grant Harvey Sports Center is first class. The organizers and 
volunteers did a fabulous job.

As for our team, we are planning and preparing to defend our 
USA title and really hope to make it to the Worlds again.

Gert

It was a great thrill for our team to represent the USA at the 
World Seniors. The World Curling Federation did a great job 
running the event combining the world senior men, senior 
women, and mixed doubles at the same venue using 2 
5-sheet arenas within the same complex. The event was held 
in Fredericton, NB, which is a really nice town and the people 
there were so friendly.

The ice was really wonderful but so different from what we 
are accustomed. The ice would curl six feet on draws. To draw 
to the button, you would have to take the outside edge of 
the twelve foot . We also had to make adjustments on our hit 
weights. I usually like to have our team throw control weight 
(app.5-10 feet past the bumper if you pretend there is no 
bumper). As we were using our control weight at the begin-
ning of the championships, I was really struggling to judge 
the line because the rocks would curl two feet at that weight. 
As the week progressed, we were throwing normal take-out 
weight (approximately 10-20 feet past the bumper) to make 
it easier to read the line. The ice was really quick on draws ap-
proximately 3.9 - 4.0 for those using split times. 

 Our team is already preparing for next season working on our 
physical conditioning during the off-season. When the season 
starts, we will be playing in several spiels leading up to the 
Senior Nationals late January in a warmer location, Portage 
WI as opposed to last year’s location which was Fairbanks 
AK. Our goals for next season are of course to repeat as 
champion, and that will be very difficult.

U.S. Seniors Champions Face  
the Best at Worlds
continued from page 1
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The following is the speech given by Jim Duke 
to announce our winner. Congrats, Bob!

It’s an honor to be asked to present the Jesse 
Wang Volunteer of the Year Award, argu-
ably the most important award in the club. It 
is given annually by the club members vote 
and overseen by Bunky Harmon and the 
ROMEOs – still sounds to me like a Motown 
group from the 60s, but I digress.

The history of the Jesse Wang plaque was 
eloquently incorporated by Geoff Broadhurst 
in the nomination sheet sent out to all club 
members a few weeks ago.

Jesse was renowned mostly by the Romeos 
– not just for teaching Michael Jackson 
to moonwalk, but for the number of 

hours he spent quietly 
volunteering his time to 
repairing and fixing all 
the tables and chairs in 
the warm room before 
his untimely demise a 
few years ago.

As an amateur club 
everything that’s done 
by anybody is a form 
of volunteering. From 
the club set up and 
preparation, through 
Board decisions and 
meetings, elections, 
purchasing and stocking 
supplies, through 
designing pins and 
decals, organizing 
leagues, and supervising 

these leages. Through organizing bonspiels, 
running bonspiels, setting teams, running 
money making outside events (to keep 
our dues down), through cooking and 
serving meals, repairing, maintaining, and 
improving the club, and last but not least 
the preparation and maintenance of the 
ice and stones right through to the close 
up at the end of the season – all of this is 
accomplished by volunteers. Albeit a small 
percentage of club membership, about 
20%, whose dedication to curling of time, 
work, effort, and knowledge is appreciated 
and enjoyed by the rest of the membership.

Of this minority number any of them would 
be worthy recipients of the award. However, 
it seems that each year, of these few people, 

one invariably stands out a little more than 
the others. In a minute I’m going to read out 
a list of people who members of the club 
have nominated for the Jesse Wang award. 

Unfortunately, you are only allowed to win 
it once. So even though the three previous 
winners have been re-nominated I have to 
exclude them. They are Geoff Broadhurst, 
Alison Bankes (whom it is good to see back 
on her feet), and Dave The Ice Man Schrull 
and his Crew. They all deserve this re-nomi-
nation and a round of applause.

Will the following people please stand: 
Joe Panella, Jeff Casper, Bob Kennedy, 
Tom Doherty, Julie and Mark Everett, Matt 
Scheiner, Tom and Barbara Wilk, and Delores 
Redding. These are your nominees.

The votes are in, the ballots are cast, and the 
results totaled by the famous accounting 
firm of Dewey, Screwem, and Howe. It gives 
me great pleasure to announce the 2013 
Volunteer of the Year Award: The Man – The 
Myth – The Legend…and my good mate…
BOB KENNEDY.

Before I present the award to Bob, I’d be 
remiss if I didn’t mention with extreme grati-
tude from all of the Saturday curlers, Barbara 
Kennedy, who even though a non-curler, 
has titillated our gastronomical palates on 
too many Saturdays to count and provided 
matching uniforms which have adorned 
Bob’s Adonis-Like Ungrateful, Undead 
Bonspiel teammates for the last few years. 
Barbara, take a bow.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the 2013 Jesse Wang 
Volunteer of the Year winner, BOB KENNEDY.

Bob Kennedy Wins The Jesse Wang Volunteer of the Year

Membership Elects Two New Directors
The April Board Meeting featured the beginning of terms for Karen Luckey and 
returning BOD member Gert Messing. Thanks to both of you for agreeing the 
serve. In addition, the Board is also saying good-bye to two stalwart members, 
Mark Bussy and Dave Schrull. Mark has been serving as secretary and Dave has 
been our ice man. Replacing Mark on the executive committee as secretary is 
Jon Schuster. Taking over the reins as our new iceman is Martin Sather. Thanks 
to the new volunteers and old for your service to the club.
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KIDD THE PIRATE
3rd Event Winner

Geoff Broadhurst, Daniel Clarkson, 
Sharon Gallegos, Matt Gallegos (Skip)

BANDIT CHIEFTANS
Heinz Gruettner, Jim Duke,  
Jim McGinnis, Bob Kennedy

The 2013 Headless Horseman/Pull the 
Plug bonspiel held April 19-21 was a huge 
success. The theme of the season’s final 
event was the short stories of Washington 
Irving, who wrote The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow and Rip van Winkle, as well as 
other works under the pseudonyms of 
Geoffrey Crayon, Will Wizard, and Launcelot 
Langstaff. Festivities began with an online 
challenge—a contest to find curling-related 
items in a photo of the Headless Horseman 
(the winner received a new broom head). 

Washington Irving may have been anticipating 
the spirit of Ardsley Curling Club members at 
the Headless Horseman/Pull the Plug when 
he wrote, “Enthusiasts soon understand each 
other.” Sixteen teams of enthusiasts competed 
in six-end games Friday evening, Saturday and 
Sunday. Shorty games were played whenever a 
sheet was free. 

The bonspiel’s team names were derived 

Headless Horseman  
Finishes the Season
Judith Kelson

from Irving’s short stories. Some of the teams 
were inspired to dress the part of bandits, 
pirates and bold dragoons. Skip Tim Klein 
led team Ready Money Jack to win the 
First Event with teammates Mark Bussy, 
Richard Goodwin and Molly Goodwin. Shoji 
Takiguchi (Skip), Yushi Yan, Steve Devaney 
and Margaret Huang were First Event 
Runners Up (Mysterious Stranger). Second 
Event winners (Italian Banditti) were Dave 
Schrull (Skip), Jeff Klein, Dave Wagenheim 
and Jen Stein; Runners Up (Bold Dragoon) 
were Mike Shaloub (Skip), Tom Doherty, The 
Rosenbloom Family, and Valeria Barreto. 
Third Event winners (Kidd the Pirate) were 
Matt Gallegos (Skip), Geoff Broadhurst, 
Sharon Gallegos, and Daniel Clarkson; 
Runners up (The Storm Ship) were Matt 
Scheiner (Skip), Erin Durba, Will Pryor and 
Barbara Gabhart.

Thanks to all who participated. We look 
forward to seeing you next season!

MONDAY, JUNE 3, 2013

The most buzzworthy event to hit 
Brooklyn yesterday happened out-
side an East New York supermar-
ket, where thousands of bees had to 
be wrangled from a tree.
“There were a ton of bees,” said 
witness Al Tomason, 27. “It was 
crazy.”
The NYPD’s bee guru, Detec-
tive Anthony Planakis, teamed up 
with Queens beekeeper Tom Wilk 
to remove approximately 17,500 
buzzers from Sutter Avenue and 
Sheffield Street at 5 p.m. But not 

before some residents got a scare.
“I came out of the supermarket and 
I jumped,” said Edna Watson, 57. 
“It looked like one of my big brown 
wigs. I dropped my bread and ran.”
Wilk, from the New York City 
Beekeepers Association, said that 
the bees were likely just looking for 
a place to live.
“Odds are they outgrew the hive,” 
Wilk said. “So they go to the tree 
and wait until they find another 
home.”
The bees were taken to a hive in 
Queens.

Brooklyn Bees Get ‘Hive’-Ho
By KENNETH GARGER
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1. Hours after managing the Yankees to their 
27th World Series title in November 2009, Joe 
Girardi of Purchase assisted a crash victim on the 
Cross County Parkway near Eastchester.

2. On October 25, 2012, Tony DeMatteo of 
Somers High School became the first coach 
to lead a team to 300 wins in New York State 
Section 1 football.

3. The legendary Seabiscuit won four 
thoroughbred stakes races at Yonkers Raceway: 
Ardsley Handicap (1935), Scarsdale Handicap 
(1936), Yonkers Handicap (1937), and Butler 
Handicap (1937).

4. Arthur Ashe, one-time resident of Mount Kisco, 
defeated Jimmy Connors in the 1975 Wimbledon 
final. Ashe is the only black man to have won 
tennis’ most prestigious title.

5. Monroe College’s Lady Mustangs won back-to-
back National Junior College Division II basketball 
titles in 2011 and 2012.

6. The Hackley School in Tarrytown is the alma 
mater of ESPN Sportscaster Chris Berman and 
former ESPN, CNN, NBC, and Fox anchor Keith 
Olbermann.

7. Khalil Edney hit a 60-foot shot at the buzzer, 
giving New Rochelle High School a 61-60 win 
over seven-time defending champion Mount 
Vernon in the New York State Section 1 Class AA 
final on March 3, 2013. Edney was a guest on 
ABC’s Good Morning America the next day.

8. Yonkers native James Blake became the world’s 
fourth-ranked tennis player in 2006. He’s earned 
more than $7 million since turning pro.

9. In the “Massacre at Winged Foot,” Hale Irwin 
won the 1974 US Open in Mamaroneck at 7 over 
par. The average US Open winning score since 
1975 is 3 under par.

10. The United States Tennis Association, the world’s 
largest tennis organization, with more than 770,000 
members, is based in White Plains.

11. Baltimore running back Ray Rice of New 
Rochelle helped lead the Ravens to victory in Super 
Bowl XLVII.1

12. Yonkers Raceway drew roughly 317 daily 
visitors in 2004, the last year of operation before 
its conversion to Empire City Casino. Today, the 
casino attracts 12,000 visitors every weekday and 
25,000 a day on weekends.

13. Bronxville High School junior Mary Cain set a 
national girls’ record in the mile (4:28.25) at the Millrose 
Games on February 16, 2013. She also holds US girls’ 
records at 1,500 meters and 2 miles.

14. Managed by Joe Torre, then of Harrison, the 
Yankees defeated the Mets in the 2000 World 
Series for their fourth championship in five years.

15. Knicks forward Steve Novak of Rye Brook 
made an NBA-best 47.2 percent of his 3-point 
shots in the 2011-2012 season.

16. Brothers Rodney and Scooter McCray became 
hoop stars at Mount Vernon High School and the 
University of Louisville before turning pro. Rodney 
played 10 seasons in the NBA (1983-1993); 
Scooter, three seasons (1983-1985, 1986-1987).

17. John Collins of the Badger Swim Club in 
Larchmont coached Olympic gold medalists Rick 
Carey (1984), Lea Loveless (1992), Cristina Teuscher 
Maurer (1996), Jenny Thompson (1996, 2000).

18. Mount Kisco native Bruce Jenner won the 
decathlon at the 1976 Montreal Olympics. 
He later married the matriarch of reality TV’s 
Kardashian clan.

19. The Yonkers Marathon, first run in 1907, is 
America’s second-oldest marathon; the Boston 
Marathon is 10 years older.

20. Babe Ruth is buried in Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Hawthorne. Yankees caps, baseballs, 
bats, and pennants are among the items left 
regularly at his grave.

21. Prior to moving to Greenburgh before the 
2002-2003 hockey season, the Rangers trained at 
Rye Playland’s Ice Casino for 23 years.

22. Runner Alan Helffrich of Yonkers won gold 
in the 4 x 400-meter relay at the 1924 Paris 
Olympics. He later served as New York chapter 
president of the US Olympians.

23. Mariano Rivera of Purchase became Major 
League Baseball’s all-time saves leader on September 
19, 2011, when he recorded his 602nd save as the 
Yankees defeated Minnesota 6-4.

24. Cyclist Marcus Hurley, a New Rochelle native, 
won four gold medals and one bronze at the 
1904 St. Louis Olympics.

25. Richard Erenberg of Horace Greeley High 
School in Chappaqua began a three-year stint as 
a Pittsburgh Steelers running back in 1984.

26. After starring at Rye High School, B.J. Surhoff 
had a 19-year MLB career; he played every 
position except pitcher.

27. Horace Rawlins, head pro at Wykagyl Country 
Club in New Rochelle, won the first US Open golf 
title in 1895.

28. Olympic silver medalist Peter Leone, along 
with his horse Lincourt Gino, won the 2012 
American Gold Cup equestrian event at Old 
Salem Farm in North Salem.

29. Ben Gordon of Mount Vernon averaged 15 
points a game for the Chicago Bulls in the 2004-
2005 season and won the NBA Sixth Man of the 
Year award.

30. Suzyn Waldman of Croton-on-Hudson 
debuted as a Yankees radio announcer in 2005. In 
2009, she became the first woman to broadcast a 
World Series game on the radio.

31. Coach Mike Woodson of White Plains led the 
Knicks to an 89-87 victory over Miami on May 
6, 2012. It was New York’s first NBA playoff win 
since 2001.

32. Gert Messing of Hartsdale and 
the Ardsley Curling Club led his four-
man team to the 2013 USA Senior 
National Championship; the Ardsley 
Curling Club is 81 years old.
33. Carl “The Truth” Williams of Ossining was 
knocked out by Mike Tyson 1:33 into round 
one on July 21, 1989. Tyson retained his world 
heavyweight boxing titles. Williams died April 7 
in Valhalla at age 53.

34. Academy Award-winning actor Jack Palance, 
boxing under the name Jack Brazzo, lost to 
heavyweight Joe Baksi at Westchester County 
Center on December 17, 1940.

35. White Plains native Gordon Sheer won a 
silver medal in men’s doubles luge at the 1998 
Nagano Olympics.

36. Outfielder Dell Alston in 1977 became 
the first Concordia College graduate to play 
in the major leagues.

37. Former Yankees manager Billy Martin and former 
Giants owners Wellington Mara and father Tim Mara 
are buried at Gate of Heaven Cemetery.

38. Neil Clark of Manhattanville College suited 
up for the NHL’s Detroit Red Wings in the 2007-
2008 season.

39. Donald Fehr of Rye Brook serves as executive 
director of the players’ union in both Major 
League Baseball (1986-2009) and the National 
Hockey League (currently).

40. Harrison native Gene Sarazen hit perhaps the 
greatest golf shot ever—a 4-wood for double eagle 
on the par-5 14th hole en route to winning the 
1935 Masters.

Westchester Sports: Events and Moments in 
Sports History in Westchester County
Our wide world of sports: What do curling, Seabiscuit, and Babe Ruth have in common? 
Westchester! Read our Top 40 County sports facts—and impress your friends at the next 
trivia night.

BY CECIL HARRIS  
PUBLISHED MAY 17, 2013 AT 04:25 PM
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TEAM D.O.R.K.
2nd Event Winner

Melvin Shaw (skip), Joyance Meechai,  
Nick Datlowe, Courtney Shaw

TEAM ARDSLEY
2nd Event Runner-Up

John Noble (skip), Matt Gallegos,  
Dave Wagenheim, Joe Panella

2013 Cherry Blossom
Joe Panella

The 2013 Cherry Blossom was once again 
a success! Although Ardsley technically had 
only one team on the roster, they were well 
represented. Scattered among several teams, 
Ardsley members Walter Baggett (skip), 
Michael Spensieri, and Nicole Mikoleski made 
up three quarters of team “Cherub Rock,” 
Joyance Meechai played for team D.O.R.K., 
Michael Greene skipped for team Long Island 
and representing team Ardsley was John Noble 
(skip), Matt Gallegos, Dave Wagenheim and 
Joe Panella.

Ironically team Ardsley faced team D.O.R.K. 
(Joyance’s team) in their first match. Although 
it was close, Ardsley lost in an extra end. That 
would be their only loss until they faced team 
D.O.R.K. once again in the second event final. 
Unfortunately this match was not as close and 
team D.O.R.K. was the victor. The weekend 
was filled with plenty of food, drink and good 
times! Kudos to Michael Fry for hosting such 
a fantastic event! To all the Ardsley members 
who have not been to the Cherry Blossom, this 
is definitely one to put on your curling calendar 
next season.		   		

Ardsley Gets a Warm Welcome in Iceland
Matt Scheiner

The Ardsley Curling Club sent two teams to 
the Akureyri Ice Cup in Akureyri, Iceland on 
May 2nd-4th, 2013. The two teams were 
the Fish Tacos, consisting of skip Matt Gal-
legos, vice John Salmon, second Sharon 
Gallegos, and lead Lynn Salmon and the NY 
Rock-ettes, consisting of skip Matt Scheiner, 
vice Erin Durba, second Will Pryor and lead 
Barbara Gabhart. Going into the last day, the 
NY Rock-ettes found themselves at the top of 
the standings with a 3-0 record. Coming off a 
tough loss to a very talented Danish-led team 
on Saturday morning, the two Ardsley teams 
ultimately met each other in the bronze medal 
match. Congratulations go to the Fish Tacos for 
bringing home the bronze!

In addition to attending a very fun and 
unique bonspiel, we also had the opportuni-
ty to explore the beautiful country of Iceland. 
We had the chance to experience some of 
the local delicacies including rotten shark 
meat, whale meat and blubber, dried cod 
fish, sheep’s testicles, reindeer, and Brennivin 
(a liquor nicknamed “Black Death”). The 
countryside is littered with photogenic loca-
tions, such as waterfalls, rivers, mountains, 
geysers, and glaciers. None of this was able 
to outshine the lovely hospitality of the Ice-
landic people, though. In addition to the fact 
that they all spoke fluent English, they were 
so welcoming and happy to have foreigners 
who were interested in their country.

I believe I speak for all eight members of our 
travelling troupe when I say that this was 
the most unique and exciting bonspiel we’ve 
been to, and if you are reading this, we high-
ly recommend that you put a team together 
for next year’s Akureyri Ice Cup.

Fish Tacos sporting their Bronze Medals (left to right)  
Matt Gallegos (skip), Sharon Gallegos,  
Lynn Salmon, John Salmon


